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Couple travels 18,000km across
Europe for I6th wedding anniv

Shiladitya.Pandit
Athmesgroup.com

Pume: How do you colebrato 18
voars of togetherness and ae
the same time takopart inacul
tural exchange with people of
other countries?

Wiy I you're motoreycle
enthusiasts, and your names
happen 0 be Anuradha and
Manas Dewan, you ride a
sparts bike across Europe, of
course. [t 1s, aferall, amatterof
amend 15,000 Klometres,

T undertake this mind-
boggling adventure, Pune-ba
saxd Dowan quit a cushy Job in
Cman. “We have been married
16 years, and were togother for
two years before that," Dewan
skl

Itsohappened that they we
e both motoreycle enehus)
Ast8, 50 this ip came as nat-
rally to them as revving up the
Ir Ducat! beast. “Initially we
planned to start from Europe
and ride to Indla, buta fow pla-

ON A SWISS LEG: Manas and Anuradha on their trip near Zugersec
lake In Switzerland

oes along the way are unstable
thesedays. Wedocided Living o
ride another time 1s more Im-
partant,” Manas sald, tongu
firmly in cheek. The wip star-
ted In Spain and to that end,
they wiaded through coplous
amounts of paperwork (six
sits of documents, 1o be proct-
seyand had the bike shipped to
the portcity of Videncla

The couple reached Euro-
pe In the beginning of June
and found that thelr bike was
Stuck In customs, “We nearty
gave up hope, but the local Du-
catl dealer heard our story and
offiered s & bike from his sho-
WIoom S0 that we could comp
lete our i, ” Manas sakl.

As things turned out, the
dedlor's largohearted gesture

‘was not neaded as their bike
ot choarod by customs.

The Dewans rode across
Portugal, France, Germany
Austria, Liechtensteln, and
the Czech Ropublic, before tur
ning south (o Switzeriand, -
Iy, Slovenia, and Croatia. Befo
o thiesy could envier Bosnia and
Hercegovina, people warned
thim as It was acountry stillre
covering from a war in the s,
““I'he bardar control, however,
were extremely exclied w see
Indians visiting thelr country,
and wok pletures with us, and
showered us with contacts and
Places w visit, Bosnla, and
mostof eastern Furope was ve
ry baautiful,” Dowsan recallod,

In Albania, they were in for
Gueite th welcom, “We went to
atiny village and wour surpr-
se, mostpeople knew India,our
leaders, and polites, mainly
through Indlan soaps dubbed
In thelr language ... they ope-
ned ther homes and hearts o
us,” hesald




